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NUMERICAL CONTROL (NC) PROGRAM
AND PROCESS FOR SIMPLIFIED
REPRODUCTION ON A MACHINE TOOL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of and claims
priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 to PCT Application No. PCT/
EP2011/055663 filed Apr. 12, 2011, which claimed priority
to German Application No. 10 2010 028 135.2, filed Apr. 22,
2010. The contents of both of these priority applications are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to a numerical control (NC) program
for a machine tool for machining flat starting materials (e.g.,
metal sheets) as well as to a process for preparing a new NC
reproduction program for one or more workpiece parts that
are to be reproduced on the machine tool.

BACKGROUND

The control of machine tools is often carried out with the
aid of numerical controls, which are generally divided into
three control units, an MMC operating system (Man Machine
Communication) as data input and visualization unit, an SPC
control unit (stored program control) and an NC (Numerical
Control) control unit. Data and control commands are entered
via the MMC operating system, forwarded to the NC control
unit, decoded in the NC control unit, and processed further
separated according to geometrical and technological data
(NC control unit) and switch commands (SPC control unit).
The NC and SPC control units transmit the current machine
status to the MMC control unit for visualization.

Shop-floor programming and reproduction have played a
major role in the machine tool field for a long time. Owing to
the complexity of machining by means of machine tools,
errors in the production sequence repeatedly occur. For
example, during laser machining, poorly or incompletely cut
workpiece parts can be produced as a result of an incorrect
focal position, or, when using signing or punching tools, the
imprinted signature may be too weak or too strong owing to
an incorrect vertical adjustment. In that case it is necessary to
produce the defective parts again in good quality once the
error has been eliminated, in order to enable the machining
task to be completed correctly. It is also possible for the
customer to increase the required number of workpiece parts
after the NC program for the machining has already been
forwarded from the CAD/CAM (Computer Aided Design and
Computer Aided Manufacturing) programming system to the
machine tool. In order to produce these outstanding work-
piece parts, the software engineer of the CAD/CAM pro-
gramming system can be given the task of inserting the miss-
ing workpiece parts into a later machining task. Because
machine tools often have a large number of machining tasks
in the queue, it is possible that completion of the customer’s
order will be delayed. It is therefore important for the operator
to have the possibility of shop-floor programming so that he
can program and start immediate reproduction himself.

It is known from the prior art that the operator of a machine
tool, in particular of a laser machine, a punching machine or
a combined laser/punching machine, accesses a computer
with an installed CAD/CAM programming system via a net-
work connection and there again executes all the steps for
programming a new sheet-metal plate with workpiece parts.
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The operator first opens, for example, a remote desktop
connection to the network computer and there starts the CAD/
CAM programming system. He then indicates the type of
sheet-metal plate he would like to use for the machining, that
is to say the material and the thickness, and subsequently
searches for the data with the geometries of the individual
parts that are to be produced again. He must ensure, especially
when producing very similar parts, that he selects the part
with the correct dimensions. As soon as he has found the
parts, he indicates how many of them he would like to produce
again and nests them on the plate, that is to say arranges them
on the sheet-metal plate, either manually or automatically
with the aid of a nesting program in as space-saving a manner
as possible. The machining steps for producing the good parts
and their mode of discharge can subsequently likewise be
chosen manually or automatically, that is to say it is chosen
which tools, for example differently shaped punching tools
and/or lasers, are used for machining the metal sheet. In the
case of punching in particular, a large number of differently
shaped tools can be used to produce the same good part.

The sequence of the machining is also critical, because it
determines whether automatic discharge is possible or not.
For example, it must be ensured that, in the last machining
step, the separation of the workpiece part, that part comes to
lie on a discharge flap or beneath the punching or laser head so
that it can be reached by the operator or a discharge device.

When the machining sequence and the mode of discharge
have been established for all the good parts, the CAD/CAM
programming system generates a new NC program for repro-
duction. This NC reproduction program must then be trans-
ferred via the network connection from the computer of the
CAD/CAM programming system to the control computer of
the machine tool and started for renewed execution.

For a machine operator at the machine tool, this process
can be carried out only with difficulty, because the operator in
some cases has only limited operating possibilities, for
example by a touch screen instead of a mouse and keyboard,
and such a MMC (man-machine communication) operating
system is generally also not designed for carrying out lengthy
office work.

It is known from the prior art (e.g. U.S. Pat. No. 7,661,073
B2) to adapt the operating elements of the MMC operating
system in order to simplify the operating modes, which are
limited or executed differently than in an office computer, in
their application. In EP 0642066 A1, a programming system
for a machine tool was improved in that the construction of
the programming system was dialogue-oriented. This simpli-
fies the work of the operator if, for example, only a touch
screen is available for inputting, or the operator is not very
familiar with the complex programming system. Despite
these improvements, however, an operator has for decades
had to repeat substantially the complete working sequence for
programming a sheet-metal plate if he wanted to prepare a
new NC program for reproduction.

The system and methods described herein can advanta-
geously make the preparation of new NC reproduction pro-
grams immediately after the actual production quicker for the
operator and can reduce sources of error.

SUMMARY

An NC program is provided which has for each of the
different workpiece parts that it can produce an extractable
data set, in particular an individual part NC code, in which
there is stored all the information relating to the tools and tool
steps to be used and the associated machining parameters that
is necessary for the production of such an individual work-
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piece part. If reproduction is necessary, the majority of the
information required for preparing an NC reproduction pro-
gram is already present in the form of NC data in the case of
individual part NC codes. Accordingly, only a small part of
the NC program for reproduction must be newly prepared,
because there are already NC codes for the machining steps of
each workpiece that is to be reproduced. These NC codes can,
if desired, be processed, for example in order to adapt the
angular position or disposal. A large part of the NC reproduc-
tion program can be obtained, however, by simply combining
individual part NC codes. Because in most cases a small
number of workpiece parts are manufactured for reproduc-
tion, the time-consuming preparation of a time-optimized NC
reproduction program according to the prior art is not typi-
cally worthwhile. Furthermore, the machine operator can
select the workpiece parts for reproduction more quickly and
easily from the limited number of different workpiece parts
that are contained in the current NC program as extractable
data sets, or individual part NC codes, than if he has to search
for them in the CAD data files, possibly from a large number
of similar workpiece part geometry data. Certain alternative
solutions for preparing an NC reproduction program from an
NC program according to the prior art are substantially more
difficult to implement. Even the identification of the produced
good parts on the sheet-metal plate would fail because, with-
out additional information, it is often not possible to definitely
ascertain which produced workpiece parts are good parts and
which are waste, in particular when the workpiece parts have
open contours, are nested in one another, or are provided with
common separating cuts. Using the systems and methods
described herein, the machine operator does not have to use
CAD programming to prepare the NC reproduction program.

Identification of the good parts for reproduction is advan-
tageously facilitated for the machine operator in that the
extractable data sets in principle have a closed outer contour
for machining, as a result of which the identification of good
parts and waste is simplified and also is clear. It is advanta-
geous if workpiece part geometry data for each extractable
data set or individual part NC code are additionally added to
the NC program, as a result of which identification is further
simplified for the machine operator. Furthermore, the closed
contour has the effect that the workpiece part can be produced
simply on any desired metal sheets. It is, for example, not
necessary for the outer contour of a workpiece part, one or
more sides of which corresponded to the edge of the metal
sheet in the original production, to be produced at the edge of
the metal sheet again. Accordingly, a sheet-metal plate with-
out a high-quality edge can also be used for reproduction.

In a further aspect, the invention relates also to a CAM
programming system, which has a sub-programming system
for preparing the above-described extractable data sets, in
particular individual part NC codes, and for preparing an NC
program with such extractable data sets and/or a reproduction
sub-system for preparing a new NC reproduction program
from an NC program with such extractable data sets. The
sub-system consequently consists of two parts, which can
also work separately from one another. One part of the sub-
system ensures that the CAM system, on preparation of the
NC program, also produces and attaches extractable data sets
in addition to the NC program. It is advantageous to eftect this
at this point because, in addition to the NC program for the
machining of the sheet-metal plates, the CAD data sets are
also available here, which simplifies individual part identifi-
cation and the preparation of extractable data sets or indi-
vidual part NC codes.

The other part of the sub-system extracts the additional
data sets of the NC program and makes the data or NC codes
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contained therein, optionally after an adjustment (for
example, of discharge or angular position), available to the
CAM system for the production of an NC reproduction pro-
gram. Access to and searches of the CAD data files are
thereby advantageously avoided. This part of the reproduc-
tion sub-system can advantageously be integrated in the net-
work inthe CAD/CAM programming system originally used,
which avoids the installation and maintenance of additional
software on the MMC operating system, which helps to avoid
compatibility problems, in particular in view of the many
different computer and operating systems that are used. If,
however, a CAD/CAM programming system is already
installed on the control computer, it is advantageous if the
sub-system is integrated into that programming system,
whereby no additional program is necessary on the control
computer. An independent CAM programming system for
reproduction has the advantage that it is a substantially
smaller computer program than a comprehensive CAM or
CAD/CAM programming system, so that even low-perfor-
mance control computers are able to execute it. Accordingly,
even control computers without a network connection can
prepare an NC program for reproduction. A control computer
with a network connection saves having to construct a net-
work connection to a computer with a CAD/CAM program-
ming system, and thus also avoids the situation where repro-
duction cannot be started because, for example, the license for
the CAD/CAM programming system is already in use.

It is advantageous for the reproduction sub-system to have
an interrogation step for selection of the workpiece part(s) to
be reproduced on the basis of the extracted data sets, because
this makes the selection of the correct workpiece part(s) to be
reproduced simple and convenient. The selection is particu-
larly simple for the operator if, for the preparation of a selec-
tion list, the workpiece part geometry data are also supplied
with the NC program and used. The selectable workpiece
parts can be chosen from a selection list or directly from an
image of the machined sheet-metal plate. The machine opera-
tor does not have to search for the appropriate CAD data sets
from the large number of CAD data sets stored in the CAD
file.

It is likewise advantageous to be able to adjust the size of
the metal sheet, or starting material, that is to be used, because
reproduction is thereby possible on any desired sheet-metal
plates and not only on the remainder of the sheet of the last
machining operation carried out.

Advantageously the extracted data sets, in particular indi-
vidual part NC codes, are used by the CAM programming
system to prepare a new NC reproduction program by pro-
cessing and combining. As a result, without further interven-
tion by the operator, an NC program can be generated that
automatically produces all the selected workpiece parts that
are to be reproduced and nests them on the sheet-metal plate
in question.

It is particularly advantageous in the CAM system that the
programming system, or the operator, does not have to
specify again the tools (lasers, punching tools, shaping tools,
etc.) and tool parameters that are to be used for the machining
of a selected workpiece part, because they are already speci-
fied with the aid of the extractable data stored in the NC
program and, in particular in the case of individual part NC
codes, the associated NC text can be extracted directly and
processed further to give a new NC reproduction program. It
is thus ensured that the reproduced workpiece part is pro-
duced with the same quality as the original workpiece parts. It
is therefore not necessary for the operator to know that, for
example, a laser-cut workpiece part should be machined par-
ticularly slowly in order to ensure high quality, or with what
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settings the punching tools operate, for example in order to
avoid excessive noise or to ensure particularly fast machining,
because those parameters are retained by the further process-
ing of the extracted data sets/NC text. Outlay in terms of
programming and sources of error are thus avoided.

If the operator starts reproduction immediately after the
actual production, the use of the same tools as in the original
machining has the further advantage, in addition to the same
quality, that losses of time for tool selection are avoided. Such
losses of time occur in the case of punching operation in
particular, where different punching tools can be used for the
same machining, whereby there is a high probability that,
when an NC reproduction program is prepared according to
the prior art, an automatic suggestion of the machining strat-
egy will lead to different tool combinations than those that are
still fitted to the machine tool after the production that has just
ended. In the programming system, the operator has the
choice of matching the tools for machining to those still fitted
to the machine tool, or of changing the tools on the machine
tool.

In the process the same advantages are obtained as in the
above-described NC program and CAD/CAM programming
system.

Further advantages and advantageous embodiments of the
subject-matter of the invention will be found in the descrip-
tion, the drawings and the claims. Likewise, the features
mentioned above and those described hereinbelow can be
used individually or in arbitrary combinations with one
another. The embodiments shown and described are not to be
interpreted as a conclusive listing but rather are given by way
of example in order to describe the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a known device for controlling a machine
tool;

FIG. 2 shows a known process for reproduction on a
machine tool;

FIG. 3a shows a sheet-metal plate with nested workpiece
part geometries that are to be produced;

FIG. 36 shows a constructed NC program;

FIG. 4 shows a device for controlling a machine tool hav-
ing sub-programming systems or reproduction sub-systems;

FIG. 5 shows a process for simplified reproduction on a
machine tool using the NC program of FIG. 3b; and

FIG. 6 shows a process for constructing an NC program.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a known machine tool 1, which is controlled
by an NC (numerical control) device 2. The control device 2
includes, on the hardware side, an MMC (Man Machine
Communication) operating system 3 with a control computer
4 in the form of an industrial computer and an operating
device 5 with a screen 6 as a display unit and an input unit 7,
which can be in the form of a keyboard, mouse or touch panel,
for example. The control device 2 further includes a machine
control panel 8 for manually operating the machine tool 1,
safety-related operations in particular being executed, and an
NCU unit 9 (Numerical Control Unit) with integrated NC
control unit 10 and SPC control unit 11. The NC and SPC
control units 10, 11 can also be in the form of separate units.

On the software side, the control device 2 includes operat-
ing software 12 for controlling the machine tool 1, software
modules 13 for task management, tool management and pal-
let management, a program management system 14 for man-
aging control programs, and a data store 15, in which standard
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6

machining parameters for the control programs are stored.
The expression “control program” includes, in addition to the
NC program, all technology data that are released from the
NC program into external data stores. In addition, further
applications, such as, for example, a design system, a pro-
gramming system or a combined design and programming
system, can be installed on the control computer 4.

The production of a component on the machine tool 1
involves a design engineer, a software engineer and a machine
operator, it being possible in some cases for those functions to
be carried out by one or two collaborating persons. The design
of'the component is carried out by a design system 16 (CAD
system) or a combined design and programming system 17
(CAD/CAM system), the abbreviations CAD and CAM
standing for Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided
Manufacturing. Finished design drawings are filed in a com-
mon CAD data file 19 provided for that purpose in a network
18, which file can be accessed by the software engineer if
required.

The machine tool 1 is controlled via control programs,
which are prepared by a programming system or manually on
the operating device 5 of the MMC operating system 3. Pro-
gramming systems know basic and specific NC functions and
know which technology data are required and which rules
apply for the machining They can accordingly define the
machining automatically and generate a control program. In
the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 1, there are
installed, in addition to the combined design and program-
ming system 17, a further programming system or combined
design and programming system 20 in the control computer 4
and a programming system 21 (CAM system) in the network
18. The programming systems 17, 20, 21 are connected to a
CAM data file 22, which can be accessed by the software
engineer and the machine operator. The software engineer
files the finished control programs in the CAM data file 22.
The machine operator can access the CAM data file 22 and
import the control programs from the CAM data file 22 into
the program management system 14 of the control computer
4.

During programming, the software engineer specifies how
a component is machined. He determines which tools are
used, in which order machining takes place, and which
machining parameters apply, for example, to the laser power
and the feed speed. Programming systems assist the software
engineer to find suitable machining parameters and machin-
ing strategies for his machining task. The information about
suitable machining parameters and machining strategies is
contained in so-called technology tables and systems of rules,
which define the data store 15. In a technology table, suitable
machining parameters for all relevant sizes that permit con-
sistent machining are stored in dependence upon the type of
material, the thickness of the material and the machining
process. If required, technology tables are defined in depen-
dence upon further parameters. These include, in the case of
laser cutting, for example, the contour size, which is classified
as small, medium or large, and the type of machine on which
machining is to take place.

In the case of technology tables, a distinction is made
between the machine producer’s general technology tables,
which are usually write-protected, and customer-specific
technology tables. General technology tables are produced by
the machine producer at great expense and supplied to the
customers together with the numerical control device 2 of the
machine tool 1. Customer-specific technology tables can be
filed by a software engineer or machine operator and
amended. In customer-specific technology tables, machining
parameters matched to a specific customer’s machining tasks
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are stored. The machining parameters stored in the general
technology tables are referred to as “standard machining
parameters”. In order to determine them, machine producers
carry out countless parameter variations and evaluate the
machining results. The decision as to which machining
parameters are stored in the technology table depends inter
alia upon the boundary conditions. If machining is to be
carried out with the highest possible machining quality, the
machining parameters will be different than in the case of
machining at the fastest possible speed. The machining
parameters indicated by a machine producer in general tech-
nology tables generally represent a compromise between dif-
ferent boundary conditions, such as quality, consistency and
speed.

FIG. 2 shows a process for reproduction according to the
prior art. Once the machine operator has established that at
least one workpiece part of the workpiece parts just produced
must be reproduced, he opens in a step S1 a remote desktop
connection to the CAM programming system 21 (shown in
FIG.1). Fromthere, he accesses in a step S2 the CAD datafile
19 and manually searches for the workpiece part geometry
data (e.g. GEO or DXF data) of the workpiece parts that are to
be reproduced. In a step S3, he specifies how many workpiece
parts he must reproduce. Then, in a step S4, the machine
operator specifies the type of metal sheet he would like to use.
He must ensure that he uses the same metal sheet as requested
in the order. In a step S5, he enters the size of the sheet-metal
plate used, so that in a step S6 the workpiece parts to be
reproduced are nested onto the sheet-metal plate manually or
by the CAM programming system 21. In a step S7, the CAM
programming system 21 produces a machining proposal for
the operator, in which the various tools used, the tool param-
eters thereof (punching pressure, stroke type, laser energy and
frequency, feed speed, etc.) and the mode of discharge are
specified. In a step S8, the machine operator determines
whether he wishes to make changes to the tool selection or the
machining parameters. [fhe is not satisfied with the automatic
tool selection (N in S8), for example if in the case of punching
operations he plans to use the tools already fitted to the
machine tool 1, and would like to save himself a refitting
operation, he can adjust this in step S9. In any case, he must
check in step S8 whether the machining is planned according
to the quality requirements of the order. If that is not the case
(N in S8), he can also adjust the standard operating param-
eters in step S9 and thus, for example by reducing the laser
power and lowering the machining speed, ensure a higher
quality of the workpiece parts. When all adjustments have
been made by the machine operator in step S9, or if no
changes were necessary (Y in S8), the machine operator can
produce an NC program in step S10 with the aid of the CAM
programming system 21 and transmit it to the control com-
puter 4 of the machine tool 1. In a step S11, the machine
operator starts execution of the NC program. It is then
checked whether the tools are fitted according to the NC
program. If that is the case, execution begins (Y in S11) and
the process of reproduction ends. If it is established that the
correct tools are not yet fitted, the machine operator must
rectify the situation in a step S12, whereupon machining
according to the NC program begins.

FIG. 3a shows by way of example a sheet-metal plate with
workpiece parts nested thereon, including a number of work-
pieces part types 40. The total number of good parts is x and
the number of different workpiece part types 40 is n. It is
thereby possible for workpiece part type 40,3 (upward tri-
angle) to be treated as equivalent to workpiece part type 40,2
(downward triangle), or not.
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FIG. 35 shows the structure of an NC program 30. The NC
program 30 contains the same basic information as an NC
program 31 according to the prior art, which in this exemplary
embodiment shows the NC program structure fora TRUMPF
machine tool. The NC program 31 has a main program 31a
and sub-programs 315, 31¢, etc. The main program 31a pre-
pares the various tools for use and then calls up the associated
sub-programs. In the case of punching operations, the sub-
programs contain all the movements and punching strokes of
an individual punching tool. These are carried out in full
before returning to the main program. In the case of laser
operations, the relative movements for cutting precisely one
contour are stored in each sub-program.

Accordingly, it is generally not possible to clearly identify
from an NC program 31 according to the prior art the good
parts produced thereby. In the case of laser machining, a cut
contour can correspond to the outer contour of a good part. If,
however, multiple parts are nested into one another, the inner
parts could be both waste and good parts. Identification of
good parts also quickly becomes unclear if there are common
separating cuts between workpiece parts or if the edge of the
metal sheet corresponds to one or more sides of the outer
contour of the workpiece part. For example, in the case of
workpiece n in FIG. 3a, it is not immediately apparent
whether the vertical cut is merely an edging cut or whether the
large rectangle formed by that cut corresponds to the good
part and, if so, whether the parallelograms are then good parts
or waste.

The NC program is additionally expanded at least by the
extractable data sets 327, in which all the tools and tool steps
necessary for the production of an individual, clearly defined
workpiece part of the nth workpiece part type 40,» are stored.
These extractable data sets 32x can be in the form of pre-
produced individual part NC codes, that is to say the above-
mentioned information relating to the workpiece part is at
least partly already compiled in the form of NC program
parts. These NC program parts can be adopted virtually
unchanged when preparing an NC reproduction program. The
only adjustments required are, for example, the entry of rela-
tive displacements of the coordinate information for nesting.
The machining parameters can also be indicated, so that it is
not necessary to use only standard machining parameters for
the reproduction machining operations. The extractable data
set 32n for a workpiece part type 40,2 can clearly define the
workpiece part to be produced thereby by a closed outer
contour. Advantageously, geometry data 33» for each work-
piece part type 40 are also stored, which are used in the
process of FIG. 5.

FIG. 4 shows the device for controlling the machine tool 1
of FIG. 1 including the sub-systems 23 and 23'. The sub-
programming system 23 expands the programming systems
17 and 21 by the function of producing an NC program 30
shown in FIG. 35 for simplified reproduction. In contrast to
FIG. 1, the CAM system 20 can be a fully functioning pro-
gramming system or combined programming and design sys-
tem, but also a simplified CAM system which is used merely
to prepare the NC reproduction programs. When it is a sim-
plified CAM system, the reproduction sub-system 23' does
not need to have the functionality of preparing an NC pro-
gram 30 according to FIG. 354. The sub-system 23' has, how-
ever, the function of reading out an NC program 30 according
to FIG. 3b and producing an associated NC reproduction
program therefrom by CAM system 20 in a process. It is not
necessary for both sub-systems 23 to have this function, but it
is possible likewise to integrate them. This is advantageous if
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there are other machine tools in the network which do not
have a CAM system 20 but can access the programming
systems 17 and 21.

In the following, a sub-programming system refers to a
sub-system 23/23' which in any case has the function of
preparing an NC program 30 according to FIG. 35. A repro-
duction sub-system is a sub-system 23/23' which in any case
has the function of using extractable data sets 32 to prepare
a new NC reproduction program. However, they can both
optionally also have the respective other functionality.

FIG. 5 shows a process for reproduction disclosed herein.
Once the machine operator has established that he must
reproduce at least one workpiece part of the workpiece parts
just produced, he starts the reproduction process in a step S21
by pushing a button on the MMC operating system. In a step
S22, the reproduction sub-system 23' or 23 (after establishing
a connection to one of the programming systems in the net-
work) allows the machine operator to select from the work-
piece parts produced with the last NC program for reproduc-
tion, either by listing the workpiece part geometry data 33z of
all the workpiece types 40 produced, if available, or by dis-
playing the individual workpiece part types 40 on the screen
6 on the basis of their machining operations defined by the
extractable data sets 32#, or individual part NC codes. The
machine operator simply has to select the parts for reproduc-
tion from the currently relevant workpiece parts. Itis conceiv-
able to select the workpiece parts from a list or directly from
an image of the machined sheet-metal plate.

In a step S23, the machine operator can indicate the desired
number of selected workpiece parts for reproduction. Option-
ally, the sub-system used, with its associated CAM system,
can then try in a step S24 to nest on the remainder of the metal
sheet the necessary machining steps from the extractable data
sets 32#n, or individual part NC codes, for all the workpiece
parts that are to be reproduced, taking into account the num-
ber. If that test is not to be carried out, or if nesting is not
possible (N in S24), the size of the metal sheet to be used for
reproduction is entered by the operator in step S25. The
interrogation thereby indicates what type of metal sheet is to
be used, because that is already specified in the original NC
program 30. In a step S26, the workpiece parts that are to be
reproduced are nested on the metal sheet by the CAM system
on the basis of the extractable data sets 32z, or individual part
NC codes or workpiece part geometry data 33x. In a step S27,
the CAM system then produces a new NC reproduction pro-
gram from the extractable data sets 32z, or individual part NC
codes, and the other necessary information of the NC pro-
gram 30 used previously, and copies it, if necessary, to the
control computer 4 of the machinetool 1. The extractable data
sets 32n, or individual part NC codes 327, may or may not
also contain information on the discharge of the workpiece
part in question. In order to keep reproduction quick and
error-free, or if no discharge information is present, manual
discharge of the part is programmed automatically. Although
the programming of automatic removal is possible, it is gen-
erally not worthwhile because only a small number of work-
piece parts have to be reproduced. If information relating to
the discharge of'the workpiece parts is present, it can be used,
but the workpiece parts that are to be reproduced must then be
nested in the same angular position in which they are first laid
out. In order to keep nesting as simple as possible, however,
the workpiece parts are generally not rotated, so that, as
shown in FIG. 3a, upward triangles can be regarded as a
different workpiece part type 40,2 from downward triangles
(workpiece part type 40,3). When using individual part NC
codes 32n, the CAM system can prepare the NC reproduction
program that is to be prepared for the reproduction for the
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most part by simply processing (e.g. adapting the individual
part coordinates to sheet metal coordinates) and combining
the individual part NC codes.

Finally, in a step S28, the machine operator can start execu-
tion of the NC reproduction program without further prepa-
rations being necessary, because the same parameters and
tools as in the original NC program 30 are used and, for
example, refitting of the machine tool 1 is accordingly not
necessary. The process is thereby ended.

A method of implementing the system described herein is
shown in FIG. 6. At step S30, the CAM program 20 receives
the data that represents a workpiece part type 40,z to be
produced on a machine tool 1 for machining flat starting
materials. At S31 a first numerical control program which is
adapted for producing the workpiece part type from a flat
starting material on the machine tool is prepared. At step S32
one of the sub-systems 23/23' attaches one or more extract-
able data sets 32n prepared from the received data to the first
numerical control program, wherein the extractable data sets
32n represent one or more parameters including the tools, tool
steps and associated machining parameters for producing the
workpiece part type on the machine tool. The sub-system
23/23' extracts the extractable data sets 32» from the attached
first numerical control program for adjusting the one or more
parameters (step S33) and integrates the adjusted one or more
parameters into a second numerical control program at step
S34. Finally the sub-system 23/23' provides the second
numerical control program to the control computer 4 of the
machine tool 1 at step S35.

Embodiments of the subject matter and the functional
operations described in this specification can be implemented
in digital electronic circuitry, in tangibly-embodied computer
software or firmware, in computer hardware, including the
structures disclosed in this specification and their structural
equivalents, or in combinations of one or more of them.
Embodiments of the subject matter described in this specifi-
cation can be implemented as one or more computer pro-
grams, i.e., one or more modules of computer program
instructions encoded on a tangible non transitory program
carrier for execution by, or to control the operation of, data
processing apparatus. Alternatively or in addition, the pro-
gram instructions can be encoded on an artificially generated
propagated signal, e.g., a machine-generated electrical, opti-
cal, or electromagnetic signal, that is generated to encode
information for transmission to suitable receiver apparatus
for execution by a data processing apparatus. The computer
storage medium can be a machine-readable storage device, a
machine-readable storage substrate, a random or serial access
memory device, or a combination of one or more of them.

The term “data processing apparatus™ refers to data pro-
cessing hardware and encompasses all kinds of apparatus,
devices, and machines for processing data, including by way
of example a programmable processor, a computer, or mul-
tiple processors or computers. The apparatus can also be or
further include special purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA
(field programmable gate array) or an ASIC (application spe-
cific integrated circuit). The apparatus can optionally include,
in addition to hardware, code that creates an execution envi-
ronment for computer programs, e.g., code that constitutes
processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database management
system, an operating system, or a combination of one or more
of them.

A computer program, which may also be referred to or
described as a program, software, a software application, a
module, a software module, a script, or code, can be written in
any form of programming language, including compiled or
interpreted languages, or declarative or procedural lan-
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guages, and it can be deployed in any form, including as a
stand alone program or as a module, component, subroutine,
or other unit suitable for use in a computing environment. A
computer program may, but need not, correspond to a filein a
file system. A program can be stored in a portion of a file that
holds other programs or data, e.g., one or more scripts stored
in a markup language document, in a single file dedicated to
the program in question, or in multiple coordinated files, e.g.,
files that store one or more modules, sub programs, or por-
tions of code. A computer program can be deployed to be
executed on one computer or on multiple computers that are
located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and
interconnected by a communication network.

The processes and logic flows described in this specifica-
tion can be performed by one or more programmable com-
puters executing one or more computer programs to perform
functions by operating on input data and generating output.
The processes and logic flows can also be performed by, and
apparatus can also be implemented as, special purpose logic
circuitry, e.g.,an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an
ASIC (application specific integrated circuit).

Computers suitable for the execution of a computer pro-
gram include, by way of example, can be based on general or
special purpose microprocessors or both, or any other kind of
central processing unit. Generally, a central processing unit
will receive instructions and data from a read only memory or
arandom access memory or both. The essential elements of a
computer are a central processing unit for performing or
executing instructions and one or more memory devices for
storing instructions and data. Generally, a computer will also
include, or be operatively coupled to receive data from or
transfer data to, or both, one or more mass storage devices for
storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto optical disks, or optical
disks. However, a computer need not have such devices.
Moreover, a computer can be embedded in another device,
e.g., a mobile telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a
mobile audio or video player, a game console, a Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) receiver, or a portable storage device,
e.g., a universal serial bus (USB) flash drive, to name just a
few.

Computer readable media suitable for storing computer
program instructions and data include all forms of non vola-
tile memory, media and memory devices, including by way of
example semiconductor memory devices, e.g., EPROM,
EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic disks, e.g.,
internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto optical disks;
and CD ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the
memory can be supplemented by, or incorporated in, special
purpose logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, embodiments of the
subject matter described in this specification can be imple-
mented on a computer having a display device, e.g., a CRT
(cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) monitor,
for displaying information to the user and a keyboard and a
pointing device, e.g., amouse or a trackball, by which the user
can provide input to the computer. Other kinds of devices can
be used to provide for interaction with a user as well; for
example, feedback provided to the user can be any form of
sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory feedback, or
tactile feedback; and input from the user can be received in
any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile input. In addi-
tion, a computer can interact with a user by sending docu-
ments to and receiving documents from a device that is used
by the user; for example, by sending web pages to a web
browser on a user’s device in response to requests received
from the web browser.
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Embodiments of the subject matter described in this speci-
fication can be implemented in a computing system that
includes a back end component, e.g., as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application server,
orthatincludes a front end component, e.g., aclient computer
having a graphical user interface or a Web browser through
which a user can interact with an implementation of the
subject matter described in this specification, or any combi-
nation of one or more such back end, middleware, or front end
components. The components of the system can be intercon-
nected by any form or medium of digital data communication,
e.g., a communication network. Examples of communication
networks include a local area network (LAN) and a wide area
network (WAN), e.g., the Internet.

The computing system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer
programs running on the respective computers and having a
client-server relationship to each other. In some embodi-
ments, a server transmits data, e.g., an HTML page, to a user
device, e.g., for purposes of displaying data to and receiving
user input from a user interacting with the user device, which
acts as a client. Data generated at the user device, e.g., aresult
of'the user interaction, can be received from the user device at
the server.

In some implementations, the engines described herein can
be separated, combined or incorporated into a single or com-
bined engine. The engines depicted in the figures are not
intended to limit the systems described here to the software
architectures shown in the figures.

A number of implementations have been described. Nev-
ertheless, it will be understood that various modifications can
be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the
processes and techniques described herein. In addition, the
logic flows depicted in the figures do not require the particular
order shown, or sequential order, to achieve desirable results.
In addition, other steps can be provided, or steps can be
eliminated, from the described flows, and other components
can be added to, or removed from, the described systems.
Accordingly, other implementations are within the scope of
the following claims.

A number of embodiments of the invention have been
described. Nevertheless, it will be understood that various
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention. Accordingly, other embodiments
are within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method, comprising:

receiving data that represents a workpiece part type to be
produced on a machine tool in the form of a laser
machine, punching machine, or combined laser/punch-
ing machine for machining flat starting materials;

preparing a first numerical control program which is
adapted for producing the workpiece part type from a flat
starting material on the machine tool;

attaching one or more extractable data sets prepared from
the received data to the first numerical control program,
wherein the extractable data sets represent one or more
parameters including the tools, tool steps and associated
machining parameters for producing a single workpiece
of the workpiece part type on the machine tool;

extracting the extractable data sets from the attached first
numerical control program;

integrating the extracted data sets into a second numerical
control program which is adapted for reproducing a
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single workpiece of the workpiece part type from a flat
starting material on the machine tool; and

providing the second numerical control program to the

machine tool.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the flat start-
ing materials comprise metal sheets.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the extract-
able data sets comprise individual part numerical control
codes.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the extract-
able data sets comprise workpiece part geometry data.

5. The method according to claim 1, comprising receiving
from a user a selection of the workpiece part type to be
produced from a list of workpiece parts on the basis of the
extractable data sets.

6. The method according to claim 1, comprising receiving
from a user a number of workpiece parts of the selected
workpiece part type to be produced.

7. The method according to claim 1, comprising receiving
from a user a selection of the size of the flat starting material
to be used for the workpiece part type to be produced.

8. The method according to claim 1, comprising combining
the extractable data sets and other information necessary for
the production of the workpiece part type to prepare a new
numerical control production program.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, com-
prising extracting the extractable data sets from the first
numerical control program for adjusting the one or more
parameters.

10. An electronic system comprising:

memory to store instructions that are executable; and

one or more processing devices to execute the instructions

to perform operations comprising:

receiving data that represents a workpiece part type to be
produced on a machine tool in the form of a laser
machine, punching machine, or combined laser/
punching machine for machining flat starting materi-
als;

attaching one or more extractable data sets prepared
from the received data to a first numerical control
program, which is adapted for producing the work-
piece part type from a flat starting material on the
machine tool, wherein the extractable data sets repre-
sent one or more parameters including the tools, tool
steps and associated machining parameters for pro-
ducing a single workpiece of the workpiece part type
on the machine tool;

extracting the extractable data sets from the attached first
numerical control program;

integrating the extracted data sets into a second numeri-
cal control program which is adapted for reproducing
a single workpiece of the workpiece part type from a
flat starting material on the machine tool; and

providing the second numerical control program to the
machine tool.

11. The electronic system according to claim 10, wherein
the flat starting materials comprise metal sheets.

12. The electronic system according to claim 10, wherein
the extractable data sets comprise individual part numerical
control codes.

13. The electronic system according to claim 10, wherein
the extractable data sets comprise workpiece part geometry
data.

14. The electronic system according to claim 10, compris-
ing receiving from a user a selection of the workpiece part
type to be produced from a list of workpiece parts on the basis
of the extractable data sets.
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15. The electronic system according to claim 10, compris-
ing receiving from a user a number of workpiece parts of the
selected workpiece part type to be produced.
16. The electronic system according to claim 10, compris-
ing receiving from a user a selection of the size of the flat
starting material to be used for the workpiece part type to be
produced.
17. The electronic system according to claim 10, compris-
ing combining the extractable data sets and other information
necessary for the production of the workpiece part type to
prepare a new numerical control production program.
18. The electronic system of claim 10, comprising extract-
ing the extractable data sets from the first numerical control
program for adjusting the one or more parameters.
19. One or more non-transitory machine-readable storage
media storing instructions that are executed to perform opera-
tions comprising:
receiving data that represents a workpiece part type to be
produced on a machine tool in the form of a laser
machine, punching machine, or combined laser/punch-
ing machine for machining flat starting materials;

attaching one or more extractable data sets prepared from
the received data to a first numerical control program,
which is adapted for producing the workpiece part type
from a flat starting material on the machine tool, wherein
the extractable data sets represent one or more param-
eters including the tools, tool steps and associated
machining parameters for producing a single workpiece
of the workpiece part type on the machine tool;

extracting the extractable data sets from the attached first
numerical control program;

integrating the extracted data sets into a second numerical

control program which is adapted for reproducing a
single workpiece of the workpiece part type from a flat
starting material on the machine tool; and

providing the second numerical control program to the

machine tool.

20. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, wherein the one or more non-transi-
tory machine-readable storage media store instructions that
are executed to perform operations, and wherein the flat start-
ing materials comprise metal sheets.

21. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, wherein the one or more non-transi-
tory machine-readable storage media store instructions that
are executed to perform operations, wherein the extractable
data sets comprise individual part numerical control codes.

22. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, wherein the one or more non-transi-
tory machine-readable storage media store instructions that
are executed to perform operations, wherein the extractable
data sets comprise workpiece part geometry data.

23. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, wherein the one or more non-transi-
tory machine-readable storage media store instructions that
are executed to perform operations, comprising receiving
from a user a selection of the workpiece part type to be
produced from a list of workpiece parts on the basis of the
extractable data sets.

24. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, wherein the one or more non-transi-
tory machine-readable storage media store instructions that
are executed to perform operations, comprising receiving
from a user a number of workpiece parts of the selected
workpiece part type to be produced.

25. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, wherein the one or more non-transi-
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tory machine-readable storage media store instructions that
are executed to perform operations, comprising receiving
from a user a selection of the size of the flat starting material
to be used for the workpiece part type to be produced.

26. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, wherein the one or more non-transi-
tory machine-readable storage media store instructions that
are executed to perform operations, comprising combining
the extractable data sets and other information necessary for
the production of the workpiece part type to prepare a new
numerical control production program.

27. The one or more non-transitory machine-readable stor-
age media of claim 19, comprising extracting the extractable
data sets from the first numerical control program for adjust-
ing the one or more parameters.

28. A process for the preparation of a new NC reproduction
program for one or more workpiece parts that are to be repro-
duced on a machine tool in the form of a laser machine,
punching machine, or combined laser/punching machine for
machining flat starting materials wherein the workpiece parts
to be reproduced are selected from a list of workpiece part
types previously produced using an NC program, wherein
extractable data sets associated with the selected, previously
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produced workpiece part types are read out from the NC
program and wherein a new NC reproduction program for the
workpiece parts that are to be reproduced is prepared on the
basis of the extracted data sets.

29. The process for the preparation of a new NC reproduc-
tion program according to claim 28, wherein the flat starting
materials comprise metal sheets.

30. A computer program product comprising code for the
execution of all the steps of the process according to claim 29,
wherein the program is run on a data processing system.

31. A numerical control (NC) program for a machine tool
in the form of a laser machine, punching machine, or com-
bined laser/punching machine for machining flat starting
materials, wherein the NC program has for each of multiple
different workpiece parts that it can produce one or more
extractable data sets storing tools, tool steps and associated
machining parameters for producing an individual one of the
workpiece parts.

32. The NC program according to claim 31, wherein the
extractable data sets for each different workpiece part define
a closed outer contour of the workpiece part.
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